PHAROS
artresearch.net Platform

DH Day // 29.04.2026



DH Day // 29.04.2026

About PHAROS

PHAROS is an international association that currently
brings together twelve art historical photo archives
based in Europe and North America. It is committed to
creating a freely available digital research platform that
provides interoperable access to millions of photo
archive images and associated scholarly
documentation.
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About PHAROS

Provides access to approximately 1.4 million artworks,
2.1 million photographs

Allows searching with text or image (match or similarity)

Advanced filters to narrow down results
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12 Partner Institutions

Bibliotheca Hertziana, German Documentation Center for Art History —
Max Planck Institute for Art History Bildarchiv Foto Marburg

Frick Photoarchive

Fondazione Federico Zeri

Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz,
Max-Planck-Institute

| Tatti, The Harvard University Center for
Iltalian Renaissance Studies

National Gallery of Art

Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art

Yale Center for British Art

RKD Netherlands Institute for Art History Dumbarton Oaks



https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/hertziana
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/hertziana
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/zeri
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/itatti
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/itatti
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/pmc
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/rkd
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/marburg
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/marburg
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/frick
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/khi
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/khi
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/nga
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/ycba
https://artresearch.net/resource/provider/dumbarton_oaks
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Examples

1- Searching with an Image

Search by image X

Drag an image here or

Supported formats: .tiff, .|peg, .png

OR

Paste image link T o
( ge i ) https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/Mona_Lisa
%2C_by_Leonardo_da_Vinci%2C_from_C2RMF_natural_color.jpg

https.//artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-mona-lisa



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/Mona_Lisa%2C_by_Leonardo_da_Vinci%2C_from_C2RMF_natural_color.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f9/Mona_Lisa%2C_by_Leonardo_da_Vinci%2C_from_C2RMF_natural_color.jpg
https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-mona-lisa
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Examples

1- Searching with an Image

— Visual Match

Designed to find exact or near-exact copies
Use it when your goal is to identify an image, find its primary
record, or locate exact duplicates and direct derivatives.

— Visual Similarity

Results conceptually and visually related to the Mona Lisa (copies,
prints, similar portraits...)

Use it when your goal is to explore artistic connections, discover
related works, study artistic influence, or find different interpretations
of a subject.

https.//artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-mona-lisa



https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-mona-lisa
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Examples
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— Visual Match

Designed to find exact or near-exact copies
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https.//artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-mona-lisa



https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-mona-lisa
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Examples
2 - Text Search

art
‘Q research Home /
.net
Artwork v (O\ red flowers X @ |;,>

Search Types: Keyword Conceptual Visual Search Sensitivity:

Precise Balanced Exploratory

results 367

REDON, ODILON REDON, ODILON

Die Turkisvase

Show Filter

Blumen

1917
Photo archive(s): {f?

Photo archive(s): {J/

Text Match - Textual Similarity -

Text Match - Textual Similarity - Visual Similarity

Visual Similarity

REDON, ODILON
(Three Vases of Flowers).

REDON, ODILON
Wild Flowers in a Tall Vase.

https.//artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-red-flowers

admin -


https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-red-flowers
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amples

ISearch “red flowers”

art

Fﬂ research Home / ~-orch Q admin ~
.net

Artwork v CQ red flowers X ® |;‘.>

Search Types: Keyword () Conceptual () Visual () Search Sensitivity: o o
Precise Balanced Exploratory

results 367

Text Matc

Visual Si

https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-red-flowers



https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-red-flowers
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Examples
2 - Text Search

art
fﬂ research Home / Q admin ~
.net

Artwork v (O\ study of woman hands x @ |_=|>
Search Types: Keyword Conceptual Visual Search Sensitivity:
Precise Balanced Exploratory
8 results 279 =
=
2 DUVENECK, FRANK JORDAENS, JACOB, THE ELDER
=
@ Study of a Woman's Head. Study of a woman's hand and breast
1875 1608 - 1678
Fogg Museum Regteren Altena, Heirs Johan Quirijn
Photo archive(s): @ van
Photo archive(s): |
Text Match
Text Match - Textual Similarity
Visual Similarity
INGRFS IFAN-AIIGIISTE-NROMINIOLIE Fiism! Obiiadllain B Paumasma b 22 el

https.//artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-woman-hands



https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-woman-hands
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Examples
2 - Text Search

art
F] eeeee rch Home /
.net

Artwork

Search Types:

results 279

DUVENECK, F
Study of &

Show Filter

1875
Fogg Muse
Photo archi

Text Matcl

INGRFS IFANMN

Combined search engine understands intent by going
beyond simple keyword matching

— Text Match: Provides precision but lacks context, occasionally
showing technically correct results that lack the searched subject
— Textual Similarity: Conceptual matching bridges language gaps
to find relevant works across different languages that simple
keyword searches would overlook

— Visual Similarity: Al image analysis provides a final verification
layer, ensuring the image content actually depicts the subject and
filtering out non-matching outliers

https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-woman-hands



https://artresearch.net/resource/search-help#example-woman-hands
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